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Insurers designing specific cover for surrogate mothers

Move follows IRDAV’s directive to insurers to ensure availability of suitable products

G Naga Sridhar
Hyderabad

In a move that will offer
more financial security to
surrogate mothers, insurers
are now designing specific
products for them, thanks to
an initiative by thz Insur-
ance latory and Devel-
opmﬁt?\uud)g::ytyoﬂndia.

businessline's  inquiries
with health insurers have re-
vealed that at least half a
dozen insurers are now
working on designing spe-
cific products to cater to the
segment, while a few are al-
most ready with such
products,

SPECIFIC RIDERS

“This is gradually becoming
animportantareaas a health
condition despite legal and
emotional challenges to sur-
rogacy. Following directions
from the insurance regu-

WELCOME MOVE. An inclusive step to provide surrogate
mothers access to quality medical care, say insurers an

lator, we are working on a

special product that will
have specific riders for preg-
nancy of surrogate moth-
ers,” head of underwriting of
a major private insurer told
businessline on condition of
anonymity,

“s is a medical

option for those families or
individuals who, due tomed-
ical conditions, are unable to
conceive on their own and
start a family,” said Bhaskar
Nerurkar, Head - Health Ad-

ministration Team, Bajaj Al-
lianz General Insurance.
Referring 1o IRDAD’s
move to ensure availability
of suitable products, Ner-
urkar said the move “is wel-
come' as it would ide
cover for such and
truly fulfil their dream of
having children, especially
with medical advancement.
This inclusive step will
provide these individuals ac-
cess to quality medical care.”

There are adequate legal

provisions  for

cover. As per Section 4 (jii)
(a) of Surrogacy (Regulation
Act) 2021, the insurance
coverage can be offeredin fa-
vour of the surrogate
mother for a period of 36
months  covering  post-
partum delivery

lications.

Surrogacy (Regula-
tion) Rules 2022 mentions
mandatory insurance cover-
age. The commissioning
couple will have w bear ali
the expenses and ensure in-
surance for the oocyte donor
for 12 months along with
general health insurance
coverage for the same
period, per the rules.

Yegna Priya Bhararhi,
Chief General Manager,
IRDAL has already directed
all insurers to ensure avail-
ability of suitable products
for surrogacy with immedi-
ate effect.




