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Cancer-related claims rise 10% a yr

Rachel.Chitra
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: With cancer-related
claims rising 15.5% year-on-ye-
ar and an average of 14.5 lakh
casesdetected in India, growing
incidents of breast cancer are
alarming. Recent data with Ba-
jaj Allianz shows that breast
carcinoma contributes to aro-
und 24% of the total cancer ho-
spitalisation claims.

Indian Council of Medical
Research estimates that by 2020,
India will see more than 17.3
lakh new cases of cancer and
over 8.8 lakh deaths due to the
disease. Data shows that breast
and cervical cancer for women
and lung and mouth cavity for
men aremost frequent.

In 2016-17, it was seen that
blood and lymphatic cancer
was the second most frequent,
contributing 16% of the cancer
claims. This category alsosawa
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26% rise in claims over the pre-
vious year. Digestive tract rela-
ted cancer claims account for
16% of overall claims, which
saw a surge of 22% year-over-
year. Datarevealed thatmen we-
re more prone to bone, joints
and skin cancer than women.

erage surgical treatment cost
for cancer is around Rs 1,75,000

and and average medical treat-
ment cost is Rs 75,000. Majority

alth administration team, Bajaj
Allianz General. “Therearecla-
ims for leas as30.”

Oncea year; insurers advice
that policyholders could go for
preventive check-upslikemam-
mography for breast cancer
and PAP smear for cervical can-
cer, PSA (prostate specific anti-
gen) for prostate cancer and X-
raysfor lung cancer. Many insu-
rers offer such tests free-of-cost
for their policyholders at affilia-
ted scan centres.

“Due to steady rise in non-
communicable disease over the
pastfew yearsalongwithrisein
medical inflation, the treat-
nent cost of cancer has defini-
tely putalotof stressonfinance

of anindividual. Therefore, the-
re is a strong need for individu-
als to look for a comprehensive
critical illness policy, which co-

of cancer-related claims are in

the46-55and 56-65ageband.” sa-
id Bhaskar Nerurkar, head-he-

vers not just cancer but also he-
art disease/cerebrovascular di-
seaseand others,” headded.




