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Why travel insuranceis vital for those goingabroad

ADITYA SHARMA
Traveling toaforeignlandis one

ofitskind experience; one getsto

explore new cultures, ctiisines,
places, and much more. Traveling gives
anew perspective, adds new elements
toone’sp lity, and hel :
meaningful lessons. Traveling abroad
requires meticulousy ing right
from visa to tickets, from accommo-
dation to itinerary, etc. One crucial
comp while planning a foreign
tripis ‘travel insurance,'which people
oftentend to take lightly. However, good
travel insurance covers you againstvar-
ious exigencies that youmay encounter
onyour trip and ensures that you enjoy
aworry-freevacation.

The next few paragraphs are about

the various benefits of travel insurance
and what it covers.

Protects the insured against
medical emergency
Theidea of meeting any medical

emergencyina foreignlandis every bit
scary; getting stuck in such a situation
inanunknown place not only spoils the
trip but also marks a heavy dentin your
pocket. - iy
iswhere your travel insurance
plan will come to your aid. Travel
insurance covers medical expenses
thatyou have to incur dueif you fall ill,
it also covers in-patient and out-patient
hospitalisation expenses, and medical
repatriation cost is also covered. If

you have to undergo any emergency
surgery or treatment, your travel
insurance will cover that too. Apart
from medical exigencies, the policy also
covers accidents.

Covers flights delays

If due to any reason, your flight gets
delayed beyond the minimum hours
mentioned inyour policy, then the
policy covers you for various expendi-
tures thatyou had to undergo due to
the delay. These expensesinclude
refreshments, meals, or other such nec-

essary expenses. You will have to submit
the respective invoice while filing for
reimbursement.

Coverage against delay or loss

of checked-in luggage

Losing your bag while you are traveling
isone of the worst things that might
happen, it not only hampers your travel
plan but also impacts your budget big
time. The other major issue that might
crop up is baggage delay. Imagine, you
have landed in the new city and areall
settostart exploring the new place; but,
toyour sheer distress, your baggage has

notarrivedyet. It may takeanywhere
between a few hoursto a couple of days
before you getyour baggage. Your trav-
elinsurance plan will cover you dgainst
such events; the policy reimburses you
for the money that you spent to buy
essential things, because of the delayin
the arrival of the luggage.

Loss of passport

Nothing can bescarier than losing your
passportinaforeignlandasitisthe
singular mostimportant document
when one is overseas. It leads to a few
additional complications and costs.
Travel insurance covers you for the
expense that you might haveincurred
to obtain a duplicate passport.

Trip cancellation and curtailment
Ifyou have to cancel or cut short your
trip due to any seriousissue like the
demise or accident of a close relative,
personal healthissues, orany such
reason, then the policy reimburses

you for the cost of non-refundable,

pre-paid expenses which usually covers
hotel bookings and flight tickets. Your
policy will mention the list of expenses
that can be reimbursed and also the
situations under which you will be reim-
bursed in case you cancel the trip.

Apart from these standard covers,
some useful add-on coverslike loss
of personal belongings like alaptop,
mobile, documents, etc, and adventure
sports, arealso available.

Youmustalso keep in mind that it
ismandatoryto have travel insurance
while traveling to a few countries like
Schengen countries.

Hope this article will help you
understand the importance of travel in-
surance and how it can come in handy if
youmeet any unfortunate event during
your travel. So, while you plan your next
big trip, do keep in mind to buy a travel
insurance policy to ensure a worry-free
trip.
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