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Select a scheme covering planned
and emergency hospitalisation
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GLOBAL HEALTH PLANS

Select ascheme covering planned
and emergency hospitalisation

COSTS AND CONDITIONS

Insurer Product Sum insured (¥) Premium (T) Covered/(Not covered)
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(are Health Care Advartage with WW cover Ier 61,57 Diagnosisin Indkafor planned treatments

HDFC Ergo HDFCEsgo Optima Secure Global Plus et 28,003 I B 77*** and EH qutside India covered

*1¢r global; **Ememgency huspitalnstion; ***FT refers to planined treatments; { refers to oritscal lness; WW stands for wordwide
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SANIAY KUMAR SINGH

Reliance General Insurance recently
launched Reliance Health Global, a policy
that offers global healthcare coverage,
Severalgeneral and healthinsurerstoday
offer these plans amid growing demand.

“Today, many high net worth
individuals (HNIs) preferto goto the
Unlted States (US), United Kingdom,
Europe, Singapore, etc., essentiallytoa
destination knownto offerthe best
treatment for the critical illness they are
suffering from. Having aglobal plan
allowsthem to avail of treatment abroad
without worrying about the costs,” says
Bhaskar Nerurkar, head-heaith
administration team, Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance.

Besldes HNIs, executives who travel
abroad frequently, alsobuy these policies.

Distinct from travel plans

Travel insurance plans cover two aspects,
Oneisjourney-related mishaps, such as
flightdelays orcancellations, lossof
baggage, and soon. They also cover
emergency treatments required duetoan
ailmentoranaccident while travelling.

However, they have limitations as far
as healthcare coverageis concerned. Says
Nerurkar: “They are essentially short-
term policies. They offer coverage if you
suddenlydevelopacondition while
abroad. Butthey will notcoveryouifyou
goabroad for the planned treatment ofa
major pre-existingailment.”

Aglobal health plan can alsooffera
higher sum Insured and several other

features, “Our policy offersasum insured
ofuptoUSS1 million, much higherthana
travel policy offers. Additionally, it covers
travel and visa charges from India,
accommoxiation expenses forupto 60
days, and organ donor-related expenses
forboththe insured and the companion,
which may notbe covered by astandard
travel insurance plan,” says Rakesh Jain,
chiefexecutive officer(CEO), Rellance
General Insurance.

Buy high sum insured
Thecostoftreatment,
especially incountries likethe
US, ismuch higher thanin
Indla, which makesa large sum
insured essential. According to

sheet carefully tounderstand theterms
and conditions, inclusions and exclusions
ofthe policy. Nerurkar adds that
understanding the sub-limitswithin a
planiscritical.

“Optforplansthat cover allillnesses
rather than onlya few critical llinesses,”
says Goswami, Emergency
hospitalisation and daycare expenses
should alsobe ideally covered.

Some plansmakeit
mandatory for youtoget
diagnosed firstin India. “The
claimofacustomerwho gets
admitted directly in a hospital
outside India would be rejected
Insuchaplan,” says Singhal.
Avoid such plans.

Stanford Healthcare, a US- YO U R Understand the countries
based healthcare institute, where coverage isavailable. In
heart procedures can cost MON EY particular,checkwhether
between $800,000 and $2.3 treatment inthe USand

million. “Make sure the sum insured isat
least amillion dollars because big
medical procedures can easily cost more
than $750,000," says Nayan Ananda
Goswami, co-founderand head of sales
andservice, Sana Insurance Brokers.

Evaluate scope of coverage
Checkwhetherthe global health policy
offers cashlessor reimbursement-based
coverage, “If it offers reimbursement,
then you will need toarrange alarge sum
of money, which would be a hassle,” says
Siddharth Singhal, business head-heaith
Insurance, Policybazaar.com.
Jainsuggests reading the policy
document orthe customer information

Canada, where healthcarecosts are
amongthe highest, arecovered.

Ensure that the list of network
hospitalsoverseasiswide-rangingand
the service providers are of international
repute. A person diagnosed with acritical
illness is usually accompanied by &
companionwhen he goes abroad for
treatment. Some policies offercoverage
for many of the expensesincurred by the
companion. Thisisauseful featureto
have.Make sure you have all-round
coverage., “While you may have covered
yourspouse, childrenand yoursell witha
global health solution, don’tomitto add
an Indiacover for 360 -degree coverage in

| and ourofindia,” says Jain.
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